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MINI MOST @)

1M m.p.h. with a Speedwell Mini Cooper -:h.
With the sxception ol the highly tuned Zagato Mind (The Molor, Bar 1862) that was much better shaped for dashing

about at high speeds, the Specdwell Coaper soen above is thi last inl yoi testod by The AMafor, A menn mscdmum
ol 104 m.p.h. and & ene-way bost af 107 m.p.h, is not bad by 1, iy saloon standards, especially In a car that |s meani
fior the rand and not tha track.  Mor do the impressive performan ures spoak aniinoly lor themsslves for the macimum
wikh akon on a banked track which af ihis spead probably o the car on the comers by 2 or 3 m.poh. When we
{ried agaln 1,000 miles later on a fal road, the car was no indicatimg that it may have lost a bit of tune, Desplte
a high final drive ratic fitied 10 give eflortless high-apeed crigsfh, ihe accoloration s alse the bast yoi: even bettar figures
would have baan recorded wilh the standard radios alth . il teld, the sacrifice is warth making. Minety m.p.h, s a
mafurad cruising spoed {5,500 r.p.m.) and 100 m.p.h; do noed o wary long straight to reach, With such good handling
and steering and & small overall size, this Mini & con no al the fastest A-1o-B cars we have driven,

The engine has Sposdwell's “Clubman™ alloy b capacity of 1,150 c.e. achleved by enlarging the bare and fiding
special pistons, new valve gear, langer twin 5.0, med amd balamced parts and sirepgthened main bearings. Fars
this £200-waorth of mods, one eIpCts @ lak: o 8 1. Tha engine always staresd sasily, kot or cold, and the choke
wid seldom neoded, even aftor leaving the on ncold night. Rowghness ot the fast idling necessary 1o avaid
fouling the plugs (which neser occwrred or tosl) gives way to smoolhness as the revs rise: only above peak
power (52 boh.p)at 5500 r.pom. did e on egin to feol gtrainod although a very adoquale perfarmanco is avallable
without éxcaeding thé moré durable & m. The red line was ab 7,500 which we absereed during the accoloration
runs

Ag on olher Speadaall convers @ have tried, the throdile musi be led in progressively al low revs for the besi
accolemation, reaching full throttie by ul 3,500 r.pom.  The technigue seems unnatural of first but one soon bacames
nccustomad to it. In comparisci wilh the fremondous sunge that drags the car ferward as the power réally comes In,
low-apaod tarque fecls meagne @ atop-walch shows that flexibility is almost identical 1o that of a standard Coopar
Cloary i would be much Mm&m similar goaring

Thrattle apening rather vE affecis the noise level so thal cruising at B3 mopoh. on & lighd ihrottle there |s poss-
|bly loas nolse insldo than l&ltﬂﬂdﬂrﬂ Cooper, Dnly an hard acceleration does the axtromely loud and charsctoristic
Bark from dunl exhausts revaghernie thraugh the car and & good distance round 1. Care wis noedod in lowns 1o avold
nttracting too much attention and the noise lovel could wall be subdwed withoul detracting brom its stimulating effoct®

Fuel consumption on a tuned tost car s uswally regarded as an indication of how hard wo drove i1: & sort ol anjoy-
menl moter, On this basis, the 21-5 m p.g. ovorall indicalos romendous onboriainmonl—which i was. A% the stoady
spocd fuol consumplion figures show, il would be possible with much mare genile deiving fo exceed the 346 m.p.g
recarded during the noad fesl of the MinkCooper but it would take groat (and pointless) detormination not to drive the
Speadwell car hard, Most owners would probably be o ke kinder than we were and would slmost cerainly recard a
beftor ovorall figure.

The mods did nol ond with the engine, Of the marny athar extras, tho Rostall de luxe goats wero oulsin ru:hn-; o g s
a major contribation 1o our enjoymeént of the Car, As our tallest (Bl din) member observed. “This s the flrsf Mini
| have been really comlortable in', His oplnlon was echoeod by everyone else, the saceifices being rather inaccessible
hand-braks gnd ne mom Tor socond goar it ithe passgengers seal wal pushed lorward,

& IPC Naole: Superfone 85 now [illed on ol engines. P.T.O. p



It was difficuli to nssess ihe value of a rear anti-roll bar sineo the C41 tyres woro ai over 40 p.s.i. for 100 m.p.h. molor-
ing and themselves made the stearing extremely sensitive. Other axtras Included a useful headlamp flashor (185, Bd),
woodon dash (E3 Te. 6d.) to accommodate an electronic rev counter (£17 108, and almost essential with such a high
rovving angino) and oil and tomperniure gauges (£5 104.). There was also o brake servo (£13 108.) which we feel could
not have been funclioning properly since the brakes were considerably pocrer than those of a siandard Min-Coppor
wtafl car, a delightful wosd-rimmed stoaring wheel (E17 188, Bd.),0ll coolor (£13 10s.) and Henlowe lan (E12 108). The
344 Tinal drive ratlc coats L5 and &n exbaust manifeld (nat included in the price of thé conversion) costs £8 15,
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The Modiffed '"A" series angiie has a capatily of
1,750¢.c., & claimed ouwfpul of 82 b, p, &l 6000 r.m.p.
and 700, N loeguee &l 4,500 rap A ke TRYD
fits most of the availzide space fo [he el of lhe
BT

Inlerior exlras include e wooden facls panel, rev
cournier, all and femperalure gauges, beadlamp
[Tagher, wood-rimmed sleeving whee! and, unseen,
a modification fo the gearchange lever thal effect-
feely cured [he nolorlous "A" serfes geariover
chatber,

Speedwell Perffarmance € i Lid,. Lanidan, Englamd



