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Welcome and thanks. 

 

Welcome to the inaugural Mk1 Performance Conversions road run, an informal road tour to 

compliment the popular Blyton track day. We hope this will be the first of many such events, but 

being the first, we hope you will excuse any ‘teething troubles’ resulting from our inexperience! 

This tour of the Scottish Borders and into Dumfries and Galloway has been organised to make use of 

some of the best driving roads, ideally suited to the mini. If the weather is kind to us, it should be 

spectacular. 

Please read the following notes before setting off and familiarise yourself with the suggested 

route(s). If you have any questions, do please ask. There are several ‘locals’ on the event who will be 

happy to advise. 

We should thank several people for their help and assistance in planning the event – Geoff Thrower 

and Nigel Holmes (AKA ‘Carbon’) of SAVE – Scottish Association of Vehicle Enthusiasts, Police 

Scotland Events team. Kevin (1071KEV), Iain (IAIN) and Robb have also all helped with assistance, 

opinions and advice from the start – thank you, all.  

Have a great time – Enjoy the roads, enjoy the scenery, enjoy the company, and if you fancy 

organising the next one, let us know and we’ll be happy to advise as much as we can. 

Drive safely, 

 

Regards, 

 

Al & Mark 
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Important information. 

 

Please remember that this event is NOT a race or rally, but a fun social event involving driving. No 

speed or timing is involved, and there are no prizes awarded ‘on the road’ 

All sections of the route are open public highway throughout, so we must abide by all speed limits, 

road markings and signs etc. Many of the roads are remote and quiet, but this does not mean 

deserted – many are just as popular with other social users such as cyclists, bikers, horse riders and 

walkers as they are with farm workers and stray sheep, so please bear this in mind, particularly on 

crests and blind corners. Be polite and courteous at all times. 

Certain sections are single track with passing places, so please use them sensibly, and don’t form 

long close convoys over these sections (particularly the unclassified section via Meggat and Talla 

Reservoirs) - further details are contained within the route notes. 

On the subject of the route, it is broadly speaking a figure of 8, with a shorter western and longer 

eastern loop. It is however a ‘Suggested’ route, and feel free to wander off and explore if you wish. 

The maps included covers much of the surrounding area to help you find your way back should you 

stray further afield, either intentionally or otherwise. 

The overall distance is around 180 miles, so a full days driving on these roads if you allow fuel / tea 

breaks. There are fuel stations around the route in Peebles, Moffat, Selkirk, Hawick, Newcastleton & 

Langholm, but it might be worth keeping a jerry can in the boot, just in case. Mobile signal coverage 

is not great in the more remote areas. 

For those who don’t fancy such a long day behind the wheel, the figure of 8 format allows you to 

choose a shorter tour by simply picking only one of the loops. Those heading home to the south may 

also want to leave the tour at Langholm, the southernmost point (though I hope most do all meet up 

back at Peebles later for a chat and to share their thoughts on the day) 

Some of these roads are remote, so if you do stop in the middle of nowhere, there are OK’ / SOS 

signs on the rear of this book to pop in the window – these could make all the difference if you are 

just taking a selfie, or if your condenser has failed (again) in the middle of a suddenly rather desolate 

looking Scottish moor! 

Oh, and I suggest Moffat is good for a coffee stop, and Hawick is probably a good place to stop for 

lunch, and I’ve included suggestions in the route notes, but there are plenty other options available. 

Again, PLEASE, do drive sensibly, mind the pot holes, but enjoy! 

 

Al 
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Route. 

Summary: 

I’ve planned the route so that those doing the full tour do the western loop first, dropping down to 

Moffat via ‘the Devil’s Beeftub’ on the A701, heading over towards Selkirk along ‘The grey mare’s 

tail’ road, The A708, before  continuing onto the eastern loop down to Hawick on the (very boringly 

titled) A7, then to Newcastleton and Langholm on the B6339, then back north on the B709.  

 

Stage 1- Peebles to the Cross roads at the heart of the figure of 8  

▪ Leave Peebles heading East on A72 signposted ‘Galashiels / Innerleithen’ 

▪ There is an ESSO petrol station at Roundabout at end of Eastgate 

▪ On entering Innerleithen, turn Right into Traquair Road at  the church, signposted ‘Yarrow / 

St Mary’s Loch’ (B709) (App.3 Photo 1) 

▪ Remain on B709 for approx. 8 miles until crossroads with A708 at ‘The Gordon Arms’ Pub. 

(App.3 Photo 2) 

▪ (Those doing the full tour turn right onto the Western loop, those choosing only to do the 

Eastern loop turn left) 

 

Western loop.  

▪ Turn right onto the A708, signposted ‘Moffat’ 

▪ Remain on A708 for 4.5 miles, passing St Mary’s Loch on your left after around 2-3 miles. 

▪ Shortly after the green village hall at Cappercleuch, turn right onto the unclassified road 

signposted ‘Tweedsmuir’ (note period AA box just beyond the junction, a photo opportunity 

for many, I’m sure) (App.3 Photo 3) 

▪ (N.B. this 11 mile section alongside Megget and Talla reseviors is single track with passing 

places and particularly popular with cyclists, and there are areas of unfenced moorland, so 

be aware of livestock on the road. In other words, please be sensible) 

▪ After around 11 miles, through a small settlement, at the Junction with the A701, turn left, 

signposted ‘Moffat’ 

▪ Follow A701 south for approx. 15 miles to Moffat (After around 9 miles you will come to 

‘The Devil’s Beeftub’ on the left – the head of a valley used by rustlers to coral cattle, and 

which also ‘steams like a couldron’ on misty days) 

▪ On entering Moffat high street, the road splits with 2 roads running in parallel either side of 

a central car parking area. The road we want is at the far end of the left fork. 

 

Moffat has a range of cafes and pubs as well as public toilets behind the 

town hall. The Moffat Toffee shop is worth visiting to stock up on such 

delicacies as ‘soor plooms’, ‘Hawick Balls‘ etc. 

I’d suggest ‘the Rumblin’ Tum’ as a good option for a coffee stop  -I have 

carried out quality control checks on their shortbread as part of my 

extensive planning….. 
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There are 2 fuel stations in Moffat  -one as you turn onto the main street, 

and another as you leave the far end of the town (though not on our 

suggested route) 

For those of an aviation bent, there is a curio in Moffat - a retired Doctor has 

installed a ‘gate guardian’ Spitfire in his front garden! To see it, follow the 

A701 out of town and just after passing the Esso Petrol station on your Left, 

turn into ‘The Glebe’ on your right. You can’t miss it – it’s a Spitfire! 

▪ To continue the western loop, leave Moffat on the A708 at the bottom of the high street, 

signposted ‘Selkirk’. (App.3 Photo 4) 

▪ After about 15 miles you will pass the turning at the old AA box taken earlier as we head 

back towards the cross over point. Around 10 miles outside Moffat you will pass ‘The grey 

mare’s tail’ nature reserve, so named after a nearby narrow waterfall which looks like a grey 

mare’s tail, obviously! 

▪ In the final stages of the loop you will be retracing your steps back alongside St Mary’s loch 

towards the crossroads at the Gordon Arms.  

Eastern loop.  

• Continue on the A708 signposted ‘Selkirk’ (or joining it, if only doing the Eastern loop) 

• On approaching Selkirk, follow signs for the town centre / Hawick/ A7 

• As you climb ‘The Green / West Port’ to the centre of town you continue straight on, joining 

the A7 by the statue of Walter Scott (App.3 Photo 5)  

 

There are also public loos in the carpark to your right as you approach the 

Walter Scott statue. 

 

• Just after the traffic lights the A7 turns right and continues up the hill and out of the town. 

• There is a Shell filling station on your right as you leave Selkirk 

• Continue on the A7 towards Hawick 

• On entering Hawick town centre, at the roundabout by the Teviotdale leisure centre, 

continue straight on over the river, signposted ‘town centre’ 

• Morrisons supermarket on the left has fuel / toilets etc (there is a Sainsbury’s on the other 

side of the river) 

• At Mart Street Roundabout, turn right to ‘town centre’ and continue onto the high street. 

 

Hawick is the largest town on the tour and offers more options for lunch etc. 

There are a range of cafes, pubs (Inc. a Wetherspoons) as well as fuel 

stations etc.  

 

I’d suggest the ‘Heart of Hawick’ café / bar in the cinema at the far end of 

the high street where we are turning onto the B6399 – the sandstone and 

glass building facing you as you turn left 

 

Hawick is also an excellent place to stock up on wooly jumpers etc. 
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• At the far end of the high street, at the T junction, turn left onto the B6399 to 

‘Newcastleton’ – the road narrows between buildings here, and becomes slightly ‘residential 

/ industrial’ before opening out into the countryside a mile of so down the road (App.3 

Photo 6) 

• (N.B. this section is single track with passing places in areas and particularly popular with 

cyclists and bikers, so be aware of others on the road. In other words, please be sensible) 

• After approx 18 miles the road takes a turn to the right over a stone bridge, becoming the 

B6357, signposted ‘Newcastleton’ 

• Remain on the B6357 to Newcastleton, turning right onto the unclassified road to Langholm, 

signposted ‘golf course’ by the bank at the far end of the main ‘square’ containing the war 

memorial (App.3 Photo 7) 

• There is a community owned petrol station on the high street shortly before the turn off  

• Follow this road over the moors for approx. 10 Miles 

• (N.B. this 10 mile section is single track with passing places and particularly popular with 

cyclists, and there are areas of unfenced moorland, so be aware of livestock on the road. In 

other words, please be sensible) 

• At the T junction with the A7, turn left to Langholm 

• On entering Langholm, turn right onto the B709, signposted ‘Lockerbie / Eskdalemuir’ over 

the bridge onto Thomas Telford Road. (App.3 Photo 8) 

• N.B the following section is the worst on the route for pot holes – take care and drive 

accordingly 

• After approx. 6 miles the road turns sharp right over a hump backed bridge. 

• Following the B709 for approx 14 miles to just beyond Eskdalemuir brings you to the Samye 

Ling Buddhist Monastery which has free access to the monastery, gardens and a tea room. 

Rather an unusual find in the Scottish Borders! 

• Continue North on the B706 through Etterick and Hopehouse, turning left at Crosslee, 

(App.3 Photo 9) remaining on the B706 signposted ‘Innerleithen’ and continue on back to 

the cross roads at the Gordon Arms. 

• Continue straight over the cross roads back towards Innerleithen / Peebles. 
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Indicative milages: 

 

Peebles* – Innerleithen:   6 miles 

Innerleithen – Gordon Arms:   9 miles 

Gordon Arms –AA box junction:   4 miles 

Junction – Tweedsmuir:   12 miles 

Tweedsmuir – Moffat*:    15 miles 

Moffat – Gordon Arms:    22 miles 

Gordon Arms – Selkirk*:   13 miles 

Selkirk – Hawick*:    12 miles 

Hawick – Newcastleton*:   21 miles 

Newcastleton – Langholm*:   10 miles 

Langholm – Gordon Arms:   35 miles 

 

(*Fuel stations on suggested route) 
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Appendix 1. Route maps 

  

Crossroads 

START / FINISH 
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Western Loop  
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Eastern Loop.  
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Appendix 2. Town plans 

 

 

Peebles Plan 

 

 

 

Innerleithen Plan 

  

START / FINISH 
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Moffat Plan 

 

 

 

 

Selkirk Plan 

  

‘The Rumblin’ Tum’ Coffee stop 

suggestion 
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Hawick Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

Newcastleton Plan 

“The Heart of Hawick” 

lunch suggestion 
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Langholm Plan 
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Appendix 3. ‘Landmark’ photos to aid navigation 

 

             

 

1. Innerleithen Junction (turn right)   2. Crossroads -heading south (West loop to right) 

             

3. Tweedsmuir junction (turn right)   4. Leaving Moffat High Street (road turns to left) 

             

5. Selkirk junction with A7  (straight on)   6. Bottom of Hawick High Street (turn left) 
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7. Newcastleton (turn right)    8. Langholm junction (turn right over bridge) 

 

  

9. Crosslee junction (turn left)  
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OK 
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SOS 
 


